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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 15, 16, 18, and 19 are rejected under U.S.C. 101 because in the state of 
the art, transitory signals are commonplace as a medium for transmitting computer 
instruction and thus, in the absence of any evidence to the contrary and give the 
broadest reasonable interpretation, the scope of a "computer readable medium" covers 
a signal per se. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hughes 
et al. (US Pub. No. 2001/0038746). 

4. Consider claim 1 . Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus for generating a content 
presentation signal comprising: an interface for a content source, the content source 
comprising a plurality of content data streams comprising content data associated with a 
content signal and a virtual content stream comprising content data pointers to the 
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content data of the plurality of content data streams; means for retrieving the virtual 
content stream through the interface; means for retrieving content data pointers from 
the virtual content stream in response to a presentation criterion; and means for 
generating the content presentation signal from content data of the plurality of content 
data streams associated with the retrieved content data pointers (paras. 038-0045; fig. 
1)- 

5. Consider claim 2. Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the virtual content stream comprises synchronization information related to the 
content data associated with the content data pointers, and the means for generating 
the content presentation signal is operable to generate the content presentation signal 
in response to the synchronization information (abstract; para. 0023; synchronization 
information is inherent in order to read/decode data simultaneously). 

6. Consider claim 3. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 wherein the means for 
generating is operable to generate the content presentation signal from a subset of 
content data streams (paras. 0028 and 0029). 

7. Consider claim 4. Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the means for generating is operable to generate the content presentation 
signal as an interleaved content data stream by interleaving the content data of the 
plurality of content data streams associated with the retrieved content data pointers 
(para. 0023, 0026, and 0030). 
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8. Consider claim 5. Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein at least two of the plurality of content data streams have different data rates 
(para. 0043) 

9. Consider claim 6. Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein at least one of the plurality of content data streams is a non-interleaved content 
data stream (para. 0023). 

10. Consider claim 7. Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein at least one of the plurality of content data streams is an elementary data 
stream (para. 0045). 

1 1 . Consider claim 8. Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein at least one of the plurality of content data streams is an audiovisual signal 
(para. 0003). 

12. Consider claim 9. Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the presentation criterion is a desired content presentation signal bandwidth 
characteristic (para. 0043). 

13. Consider claim 10. Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the presentation criterion is a desired content presentation signal quality 
characteristic (para. 0022). 

14. Consider claim 1 1 . Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the presentation criterion is a bandwidth limitation related to the interface (para. 
0043). 
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15. Consider claim 12. Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein at least one of the plurality of content data streams is a single content type 
content data stream, and the apparatus further comprises means for generating a single 
content type presentation signal by retrieving the single content type content data 
stream (paras. 0038 and 0039; fig. 3). 

16. Consider claim 13. Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein further comprising buffering means for buffering the virtual content stream (fig. 
5, 308 decoding and combining module). 

17. Consider claim 14. Hughes et al. teaches an apparatus as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the content source is a content signal storage medium (para. 0023). 

18. Claims 15-19 are rejected using similar reasoning as the corresponding claims 
above. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MISHAWN DUNN whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-7635. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/MISHAWN DUNN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 
August 25, 2010 

/JAMIE JO ATALA/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



